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Chernobyl Disaster
At what point does a technological or man-made event become labeled a disaster?
Firstly, a man-made event like Chernobyl has labeled a disaster when it causes disastrous effects to people and their environment (Bromet & Havenaar, 2007). Disasters normally tend to cause death to people through break out of the fire that burns the affected parties. Also, a disaster usually affects people by displacing them from their actual place of living. The displacement is mainly brought about when there are excessive toxic materials spread within an environment. The government on determining effects of the occurrences caused by an event would render such a disaster. Displacement of people from one place to another as a result of an event is regarded as a disaster because nobody can live in the area with peace of mind without being affected by diseases. 
Secondly, an event can be a disaster when an environment is not able to be inhabited due to the number of chemicals produced. Most of the chemicals produced by disasters like Chernobyl pollute the air at the same time cause radiations that hamper the normal life of human beings (Bromet & Havenaar, 2007). The radiations and chemicals in the air when inhaled would lead to various cancerous diseases angst the people. Therefore, the government of the United States of America would ensure any kind of event that causes diseases to people. Lastly, the length of time taken by an event within a country can make it become a disaster. For instance, Chernobyl disaster took a long time and this led to death and displacement of a large number of people. The large amount of time that is taken by an event normally makes a country to regard an event as a disaster.
How the United States is prepared for nuclear accidents
    	America has installed Homeland Security which is instrumental in the preparation as well as approval of offsite emergency responses. Usually, nuclear accidents come along with deaths and high destruction of properties. The country is prepared in tackling the harmful effects caused by nuclear disasters in myriad ways. Foremost, it has ratified a treaty known as the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in its constitution which plays a pivotal role in preventing accidents caused by nuclear reactors. Also, the agency is run by well-trained personnel who are adept in mitigating effects of nuclear accidents. Secondly, the United States is better prepared in alleviating the repercussions of nuclear reactions by ensuring that nuclear reactors are in safe conditions (Li et al., 2018). For instance, safer reactor designs are normally proposed by the country to be used within the nuclear plants. Workers in nuclear reactors carry out regular comprehensive along with systematic safety assessments which check the workability of installation of nuclear plants. Thus, nuclear plants in America are always being redesigned to meet the required standards of performance. 
Thirdly, it has ensured that there is no sabotage within the nuclear facilities in the country. The United States has been at the forefront of championing safety concerns of its citizens by making sure that nuclear facilities are properly managed.  Fourthly, the country has personnel who is knowledgeable and can make informed decisions on the operation of nuclear reactors. Workers work jointly to achieve desired goals which include stabilizing the electricity supply systems within the nuclear facilities. The nuclear facilities in America are managed by people who have the requisite skills of managing them. Therefore, mitigation measures are appropriately prepared to reduce the vulnerability of the people in cases of harmful spillage from nuclear reactors.



References
Bromet, E. J., & Havenaar, J. M. (2017). Psychological and perceived health effects of the Chernobyl disaster: a 20-year review. Health physics, 93(5), 516-521.
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/books/review/adam-higginbotham-midnight-in-chernobyl.html
Li, N., Brossard, D., Anderson, A. A., Scheufele, D. A., & Rose, K. M. (2018). How do policymakers and think tank stakeholders prioritize the risks of the nuclear fuel cycle? A semantic network analysis. Journal of Risk Research, 21(5), 599-621.


